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ABSTRACT 



This report presents estimated data on the exit reasons for 
students with disabilities projected to leave Illinois public schools after 
the 1997-98 school year. The data were prepared by averaging the information 
provided by school districts regarding students who were no longer receiving 
special education services during the 1995-96 and 1996-97 school years. The 
report format provides the exit reason by student disability with totals for 
each county. Disability categories include mental impairment, physical 
impairment, specific learning disability, visual impairments, hearing 
impairments, deaf-blind, speech and/or language impairments, 

behavior/emotional disorder, health impairment, autism, and traumatic brain 
injury. Exit reasons include: (1) graduated with diploma; (2) graduated with 

certificate of completion; (3) reached maximum age; and (4) dropped out. 
State totals are included at the end of the report. Estimates reveal 7,019 
students with disabilities will graduate with a diploma, 305 students with 
disabilities will graduate with a certificate of completion, 427 students 
will age out, and 2,420 will drop out. (CR) 
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TO: The Honorable James “Pate" Philip, Senate President 

The Honorable Emil Jones, Senate Democratic Leader 
The Honorable Michael J. Madigan, Speaker of the House 
The Honorable Lee A. Daniels, House Republican Leader 



FROM: 



DATE: October 15, 1997 

SUBJECT: Students with Disabilities Projected to Exit the Public Schools after 
the 1997-98 School Year 




Superintendent of Education 



Pursuant to Section 2-3. 83e of the School Code, enclosed you will find a copy of 
“Estimated Number of Students with Disabilities Projected to Exit the Public School 
System after the 1997-98 School Year.” The data in this report were prepared by 
averaging the information provided by districts regarding students who were no longer 
receiving special education services during the 1995-96 and 1996-97 school years. 
The report format provides the exit reason by student disability with totals for each 
county. State totals are included at the end of the report. 
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This report, like the one issued in December 1996, differs from those sent in prior years 
because changes have been made in the codes used to report students with 
disabilities. The categories of Trainable Mentally Handicapped (TMH), Educable 
Mentally Handicapped (EMH), and Severe/Profound Mentally Handicapped (S/PMH) 
were collapsed into Mental Impairment (Ml) for reporting purposes. Also, the two 
disabilities of Hard of Hearing (HH) and Deaf (D) have been collapsed into one 
category, Hearing Impairment (HI). A complete list of the codes currently being used 
to report students receiving special education services follows. 
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Ml Mental Impairment - formerly TMH, EMH, and S/PMH 
PI Physical Impairment - formerly PH/C 
SLD Specific Learning Disability - formerly LD 
VI Visual Impairment 

HI Hearing Impairment - formerly HH and Deaf 
D-B Deaf-Blind 

S/L Speech and/or Language Impairment 
BD Behavior/Emotional Disorder 
OHI Health Impairment - formerly OTH 
AUT Autism 

TBI Traumatic Brain Injury 

The Exit Reason column uses the following codes to indicate the reasons for the 
students’ exiting the public schools: 

A. Graduated with diploma; 

B. Graduated with certificate of completion; 

C. Reached maximum age, i.e., 21 years old; 

D. Dropped out. 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please feel free to contact 
Shirley Moore, School Financial Services Center, Funding and Disbursement 
Services Division, at 217/782-5256. 



cc: The Honorable Jim Edgar, Governor 

Tony Ross, Clerk of the House 
Jim Harry, Secretary of the Senate 
Legislative Research Unit 
State Government Report Center 



ESTIMATED NUMBER OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
PROJECTED TO EXIT THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 
AFTER THE 1997-98 SCHOOL YEAR 
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